
THE FOLLOWING IS BASIC BACKGROUND INFORMATION RELATING 

TO THE SALE OF CHOMETZ. IT IS NOT MEANT TO COVER EVERY 

SPECIFIC SCENARIO, SO PLEASE ASK IN CASE OF ANY DOUBTS. 

 

� The Rabbi does not buy your Chometz; he acts as your agent to 

facilitate the sale of your Chometz to a non-Jew. 

� This sale is binding and legal according to the Torah and secular 

law. 

� In consonance with the fact that a real sale is taking place, the types 

of Chometz and the locations should be identified. When estimating 

the value of the Chometz, is is preferable to underestimate than to 

overestimate. 

�  The non-Jewish buyer has the right to take the Chometz that he has 

purchased, and access would have to be granted to him would he 

decide to do so. As such, if you will be away for the duration of 

Pesach, you must provide access to your residence by indicating 

who has possession of the key. 

� The areas in which Chometz is stored should remain sealed for the 

duration of Pesach. If it is absolutely necessary to gain access to this 

area during Pesach (e.g. something needed for Pesach was 

accidentally left in that location), then one can retrieve the item(s) 

and then reseal the area. 

� If you are going away for all of Pesach, then you may sell your 

entire residence with the exception of one room. Bedikas Chometz is 

then done on that room alone. In this circumstance, one may have 

brief access to the areas of the residence that were sold in order to 

retrieve clothes, but one may not remain to sleep, eat, etc.  

� If you are travelling to a different time zone for all or part of Pesach 

(e.g. Israel, the West Coast), inform the Rabbi so that the sale can be 

adjusted accordingly. 

� Chometz dishes and appliances do not have to be sold, but they 

should placed in a sealed area so that they are not used on Pesach. 

� Kitniyos (corn, beans, rice, etc.) need not be sold, but they should be 

put away to avoid accidental use. (This does not apply to Sephardim 

who eat Kitniyos.) 
 


